





Four Harriers performing air-to-air combat drills
get fill-up from Okinawa-based KC-130]J

Article courtesy of Lance Cpl. Stefanie C. Pupkiewicz

A KC-130J Hercules with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport
Squadron 152, Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing, flew an aerial refueling mission with four AV-8B Harriers
in early October 2008.

The Harriers, from Marine Attack Squadron 223, MAG-14, 2nd
MAW, currently are attached to the 31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit’s air combat element stationed at the Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma in Okinawa, Japan.

“The AV-8B pilots were running air-to-air combat drills before
the refueling with the KC-130J took place. The drills were part of
the 31st MEU’s preparation for Talon Vision in the Philippines.
Several aerial refueling missions are flown every week by
VMGR-152, but they are usually with fixed-wing units from
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni”, said Staff Sgt. William Riley,
a loadmaster with VMGR-152.

“The KC-130J can carry up to 60,000 pounds of fuel. On this
three-hour mission, the plane had 38,000 pounds of fuel to give
at 18,000 feet”, said Lt. Col. Paul Patrick, pilot and commanding
officer of VMGR-152.

Once the KC-130J reached the meeting point, the Hercules
circled, waiting for the Harriers to arrive. When the Harriers
arrived alongside the Hercules, the hoses emerged from the
underside of the wings.

Each hose was equipped with a basket-like end called a drogue
that stretched 85 feet from the KC-130J to the fuel intake probes

mounted on the Harriers. The probe entered the drogue and, once
properly situated, the fuel transmission began.

After refueling, the Harriers returned to their combat drills and
the Hercules headed back to Futenma, ready to continue the
squadron’s mission of providing aerial refuel and assault support.

An AV-8B Harrier pilot with Marine Attack Squadron 223, Marine Aircraft

Group 14, 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, currently attached to the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit air combat element, inserts his jet’s probe into a drogue, a
stabilization device fitted on a KC-130J Hercules’ refueling hose, during a mission
with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152, MAG-36, 1st MAW, Oct. 8.
(Photo by Lance Cpl. Stefanie C. Pupkiewicz)

There is no substitute for
a good cup of tea

A Royal Air Force C-130J crew enjoying a well-earned cup of tea on an
airfield somewhere in the Middle East. Tea was provided by the UK’s
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA).

(Crown Copyright)
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